Book Review:

An Iron Will

By Orison Swett Marden
Lesson: Willpower Shapes the World

"The achievements of history have been the choices, the determinations, the creations, of the human will. It
was the will, quiet or pugnacious, gentle or grim, of men like Wilberforce and Garrison, Goodyear and Cyrus
Field, Bismarck and Grant, that made them indomitable. They simply would do what they planned. Such men
can no more be stopped than the sun can be, or the tide. Most men fail, not through lack of education or
agreeable personal qualities, but from lack of dogged determination, from lack of dauntless will.
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Field, Bismarck and Grant, that made them indomitable. They simply would do what they planned. Such men
can no more be stopped than the sun can be, or the tide. Most men fail, not through lack of education or
agreeable personal qualities, but from lack of dogged determination, from lack of dauntless will.
"Perhaps the most valuable result of all education,” it was said by Professor Huxley, “is the ability to make
yourself do the thing you have to do when it ought to be done, whether you like it or not; it is the first lesson
which ought to be learned, and, however early a man’s training begins, it is probably the last lesson which he
learns thoroughly.
A good chance alone is nothing. Education is nothing without strong and vigorous resolution and stamina to
make one accomplish something in the world. An encouraging start is nothing without backbone. A man who
cannot stand erect, who wabbles first one way and then the other, who has no opinion of his own, or courage
to think his own thought, is of very little use in this world. It is grit, it is perseverance, it is moral stamina and
courage that govern the world."
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Lesson: A Thimbleful of gun powder CAN beat unfocused explosions
““I will.'
There are no two words in the English language which stand out in bolder relief, like kings upon a checker-board, to
so great an extent as the words ‘I will.’ There is strength, depth and solidity, decision, confidence and power,
determination, vigor and delivery. It talks to you of triumph over difficulties, of victory in the face of
discouragement, of will to promise and strength to perform, of lofty and daring enterprise, of unfettered aspirations,
and of the thousand and one solid impulses by which man masters impediments in the way of progression.
... What is will-power, looked at in a large way, but energy of character? Energy of will, self-orginating force, is the
soul of every great character. Where it is, there is life; where it is not, there is faintness, helplessness, and
despondency. Let it be your first study to teach the world that you are not wood and straw; that there is some iron
in you. Men who have left their mark upon the world have been men of great and prompt decision. The
achievements of will-power are almost beyond computation. Scarcely anything seems impossible to the man who
can will strongly enough and long enough. One talent with a will behind it will accomplish more than ten without it,
as a thimbleful of powder in a rifle, the bore of whose barrel will give it direction, will do greater execution than a
carload burned in the open air.”
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“The power to hold on is characteristic of all men who have accomplished anything great; they may lack in some
other particular, have many weaknesses or eccentricities, but the quality of persistence is never absent from a
successful man. No matter what opposition he meets or what discouragement overtakes him, drudgery cannot
disgust him, obstacles cannot discourage him, labor cannot weary him; misfortune, sorrow, and reverses cannot
harm him. It is not so much brilliancy of intellect, or fertility of resource, as persistency of effort, constancy of
purpose, that makes a great man. Those who succeed in life are the men and women who keep everlastingly at it,
who do not believe themselves geniuses, but who know that if they ever accomplish anything they must do it by
determined and persistent industry.
History furnishes thousands of examples of men who have seized occasions to accomplish results deemed
impossible by those less resolute. The man of iron will is cool in the hour of danger. Persistency of purpose is a
power. It creates confidence in others. Everybody believes in the determined man.
The man without self-reliance and an iron will is the plaything of chance, the puppet of his environment, the slave
of circumstances. Are not doubts the greatest of enemies? If you would succeed up to the limit of your possibilities,
must you not constantly hold to the belief that you are success-organized, and that you will be successful, no matter
what opposes? You are never to allow a shadow of doubt to enter your mind that the Creator intended you to win in
life’s battle. Regard every suggestion that your life may be a failure, that you are not made like those who succeed,
and that success is not for you, as a traitor, and expel it from your mind as you would a thief from your house..."
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